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The Visitor 
 

We are about to begin the journey of Advent in our church. Ad-
vent is that pregnant time of heightened expectations. It is a time 
to reflect on family and acceptance and ponder changes in your-
self. These themes of Expectations, Acceptance, Family, and 
Yourself will be lifted up in our Sunday morning worship and on 
our Wednesday night worship (following the soup suppers at 
6pm.) 

  

Consider the word ‗Expectation.‘ As a child it might mean look-
ing at that wrapped present with your name on it and building up 
to fervor in anticipation of the big reveal on Christmas morning. 
As a young adult it might well mean that gestation time of wait-
ing for the right moment when the child is born. In our later 
years it can be the certainty that life will change but knowing that 
we can‘t fully predict or anticipate the particulars. 

  

In all these stages we learn patience and trust. Trust that God is 
with us Emmanuel. Trust that God is good all the time. Trust 
that God knows our joys and struggles because Jesus lived our 
life, died our death and rose for our sake. 

  

As we look at Mary and Joseph‘s story we see how God worked 
unexpectedly in their lives; how Mary was an ordinary young 
woman whose life became extraordinary; and how God can‘t be 
contained by society‘s rules and customs. God works outside hu-
man conventions to create bridges where we cannot even imag-
ine them. 

  

Pastor Steve Hermes 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST 

One service Dec 12 (10:00 am) 

with pot luck following 

One Service Dec 25 (11:00 am) 

no coffee hour 

December Fellowship Families 

Worship Helpers 

Annual Christmas Brunch 

 

 
Hermes Christmas Open House 

  Saturday, December 10th   1:00-3:00 pm 

    2205 Teal Drive  



Let it Snow      Let it Snow       Let it Snow 

Thanks to  those of you who signed up for snow removal (Mon-

Sunday).  

Mon-Thur– snow must be removed on steps– Pastor Steve will 

run snow blower on sidewalks 

Friday– Run snow blower on sidewalks before 7:30 am and 

steps 

Saturday– snow removed on sidewalks/front steps 

Sunday– snow removed on steps before 8:30 am 

Nov 21-Nov 28– Rick & Rena Hagen 

Nov 28-Dec 4- Terry Schutt 

Dec 5-Dec 11– Rock Jones 

Dec 12-Dec 18– Jana & Scott Warnell 

Dec 19-Dec 25– O‘Briens 

Jan 26-Jan 1– Jim & Jean Cross 

Jan 2-Jan 8– Kelson &Katie Ramey 

Jan 9-Jan 15– Mick & Patty Hagestad 

 

 

          

  

 

  

 

 

  

Lay Readers 

First Service 

Dec. 4-Lew Savik 

Dec. 11-Children‘s Concert 

Dec. 18–   

Dec 25- 

Jan. 1- 

Second Service 

Dec. 4– Karen Highbarger 

Dec. 11-   

Dec. 18— Kris Riley 

Dec.  25– Jean Davis 

Jan 1– Jerrel Hudson 

Communion Servers for 

December 

Dec. 4-First  Service– Anita 

Hoye, Rob & Renee Funk 

Dec. 4– Second Service– Jerrel 

& Matie Hudson, Jim & Jeanne  

Oleson 

 

 

DECEMBER  WORSHIP 

 HELPERS 

 

Flowers for December 

Dec. 11 Judie Stewart 

Dec 18-Jan 8- Poinsettias  

 

Power Point Presentation  

Helpers– December 

First Service– Wyatt McGillen 

Second Service– Holly Nickels, Spe-

cial Assistants– Mark & Sean Young 

Ushers for December 

First Service  Jeff O‖Brien, Ken & 

Maxine O‘Brien 

Second Service– Kris Riley 

 

                 UMW News   

United Methodist Women are pleased to announce they raised over 

$3500 from their Fall Bazaar. A very special thank you to all who 

helped to make this such a success, especially Carrol Bigler who han-

dled the vendors, Jean Davis the silent auction, Linda Anderson and 

Lana Shura the turkey and taco soup.  With sixteen vendors, lefse and 

a delicious bake sale,  there were plenty of items for the shoppers.  

The purchase of lefse was the largest percentage of sales. 

Sarah Circle’s annual Christmas Brunch will be held on December 3, 

at 10:30 am. This event is the perfect start to the holiday season. 

Please purchase your ticket in advance. 

Diane will have tickets in the office until 

December 1st. 

Holiday Blessings, 

Sally Ramos 



CARE TEAM  

MINISTRY 

       HELEN ALLEN 

At times a family would 

appreciate their “Church 

Family” providing food 

when ill, recovering from 

surgery, birth of a baby, 

etc. We have a freezer 

behind the stage in Van 

de Mark Hall where you 

can place containers of 

soup, hot dishes, cookies 

and sweet breads so they 

are available when 

needed. Please identify 

and date the containers. 

The freezer is beginning 

to need restocking so 

keep this in mind when 

you have something extra 

you can share. Occasion-

ally, you may be asked to 

provide a hot meal to be 

delivered. 

If you are willing to be a 

part of this “Caring Minis-

try” please contact  Helen 

Allen, 755-2594 or during 

coffee hour between ser-

vices.. 

 

              

FUNERAL LUNCHEONS 

Would you like to be involved in a very rewarding ministry at a time 

when a family is grieving and in need of us, as their ―Church Fam-

ily‖, to provide a lunch or reception for family and friends after a 

funeral or memorial service? 

If so, please contact me if you want to serve as a worker, provide 

food or provide cash t purchase supplies. You can choose to be avail-

able in all three areas or select just the area you would be able to ful-

fill. 

Contact Helen Allen, 755-2794, or see me between services at coffee 

hour if you choose to be a part of this ministry. I‘ll be happy to sign 

you up 

CHRISTMAS SHARING TREE AND FOOD BASKETS 

The Sharing Tree is a way we can reach out and help our local neighbors and 

friends who have no other resources to rely upon. 

Our goal is to help provide assistant for 15-18 families during the holiday sea-

son. The tree will be in place on November 20th.    Each family will be pro-

vided gifts for the children and a food basket. Again this year,  you will see 

envelopes for donations that will also be used to help these families. If mak-

ing out a check, be sure to mark “Sharing Tree” in the memo. You may put  it 

in the offertory plate or bring to the church office. We ask that you bring 

sharing tree items back to the church office no later than December 11th. 

This will  allow us time to sort and deliver before Christmas. 

Items needed for the food baskets are: 

Turkeys   canned fruit  jello  cranberry sauce 

Canned veggies  olives/pickles  canned yams gravy mix 

10# sack potatoes stuffing mix  flour  sugar 

Pumpkin pie filling coffee   hot cocoa canned milk 

Muffin mix  onions   crackers  

A table will be set up in Van de Mark Hall for your food contributions. 

Turkeys:  A sign up sheet for turkey donations will be on the bulletin board 

outside of the church office. 

Please know that your generosity is greatly appreciated by these families. 

Thank you for  all of your support,  Education Committee 



 

 

 

  

December                                            

Dates to Remember 

November 27-Hanging of the 

Greens (12:30 pm) 

Children’s Christmas crafts/

preparing Greens (11:00 am) 

Light chili lunch (12:00 pm) 

November 30 –Soup Supper– 

6:00 pm and Advent Service– 

6:45 pm 

Dec. 4– Second Sunday in Ad-

vent– Chrismons & Commun-

ion 

Dec. 7– Soup Supper– 6:00 

pm and Advent Service– 6:45 

pm 

Dec. 11– Children’s Christmas 

Program-10:00 (ONE SER-

VICE). Pot luck following. 

Bring casseroles or salads.  

Birthday cake for Jesus will be 

provided. 

Dec. 14-– Soup Supper– 6:00 

pm and Advent Service– 6:45 

pm 

Dec 18– Choir Concert/

scripture readings both ser-

vices 

Dec 21– Soup Supper—6:00 

pm, All-church caroling– 7:00 

pm 

Dec. 24– Christmas Eve: 

   5:00-Families with young 

children 

  7:00– Contemporary service 

  9:00– Traditional service 

  Dec. 25– (ONE SERVICE)– 

11:00 am 

 

 

   Nursery Ministry 

 We are so excited about how our nursery, located 

downstairs off the kitchen hallway, is increasing in the num-

ber of children being served during Sunday services.  

Amanda Ivankovich, mother of Ariana, with Daylon Evert, 

Ariana‘s father covering as substitute, are our nursery care 

givers. 

 Due to the increase in families using this service, we 

are in need of people willing to assist in the nursery when 

there are five or more children present. A pager will be given 

to the ushers at each service so when a volunteer is needed 

in the nursery, they can contact someone in the congrega-

tion willing to be an extra ―set of hands‖.  Of course, if you 

are serving as an usher, in the choir, etc., we realize you 

would not be available to help that Sunday. 

 Please contact Helen Allen, 755-2794, or see her be-

tween services in Van de Mark Hall if you would be willing 

to serve in this ministry. 

 

 

 HANGING OF THE GREENS 

   Hanging  of the Greens has been a long standing tradition 
with the Epworth church family that marks the first Sunday in Ad-
vent.  It comes out of the tradition of hanging fresh greens in 
homes and churches to celebrate the season.  Epworth has moved 
from the years of using fresh greens to safer artificial greens with 
interwoven lights to decorate our sanctuary.  

  As you can imagine, it takes many hands to complete  the 
project and is a wonderful time of fun, fellowship, and worship to 
set the tone for what the Christmas season is truly about: Christ's 
birth.  Upstairs adults and older children are busy decorating with 
wreaths, garlands and lights while downstairs the younger chil-
dren are making decorations for the tree in our fellowship hall and 
to take home.   

 Please come and join together with your church family to 
begin this season of celebration.    
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          Educational Committee News 

          On November 20th seven of Epworth‘s young people received their own Bibles.  These included: 

              Brooke Walter                    Nya Barber Castro 

              Haley Huff                         Oriana Barber Castro 

              Makenzie Williams               Tearan Cody 

              Molly O‘Donnell                          

Our congratulations to these youngsters and their families.  Thanks also to Gini Ogle for her important part in this 
special presentation. 

          With the upcoming Advent season comes a number of special activities.  Some of the scheduled events are: 

          Nov. 20                 Sharing Tree & Food Drive begins 

          Nov. 27                 Hanging of the Greens (activities for kids begin at 11:00/ 

                                        Light lunch for all at about 12:00, decorating 12:30) 

          Dec. 11                  Sunday School Christmas Program 

          Dec. 11                  Sharing Tree & Food Drive items due back to the church 

          Dec. 25                 Christmas Day (no Sunday School classes) 

          Jan.1, 2012            Sunday School classes resume (10:00-11:00) 

 

Please watch the weekly bulletin for additional information on these and other coming events.  

With all of the coming activities and busyness, may we each be mindful of the real ‖Reason for the Season‖.       

           

        Charge Conference Summary 
  Monday, November 7, 2011 

 
Sue DeBree was at Epworth for the annual charge conference meeting along 
with 19 congregational members.  An overview of the Vital Congregations 
Project was presented, along with an outline of the New Place for New Faces 
laity program. 

Business Items: Motion passed nominating Jeff O‘Brien as chair of Ad Coun-
cil, Lana Shura as lay member to annual conference and allowing Ad Council 
the authority to choose chair of SPRC at a future date. 

Motion passed accepting Pastor Steve Hermes‘ 2012 compensation package.    

Todd Hammer presented an overview of vision 
committee‘s recommendations regarding the 
rental houses, results of capital campaign, lack of 
any inquiries about listed houses,  and ongoing 
discussions with Glacier Bank. Motion passed to 
have Trustees designate committee on their behalf 
to negotiate with Glacier Bank regarding the 
houses and future actions.   

Motion passed to maintain Mission Share Giving for 2012  at same dollar 
amount as 2011. Epworth will be paying approximately 32% of our share of 
the Annual Conference Budget. 

CHILI LUNCHEON RECAP 

 

The 2011 Neighbors in Need Chili 

Luncheon was held on October 7th at 

the Northridge Lutheran Church.  

Three Hundred Fifty Three (353) 

meals were served that day and many 

more were delivered in the Kalispell 

business area.  Ninety-one (91) pies 

were provided and 88 volunteers par-

ticipated in the luncheon event.  The 

net revenue received by Neighbors in 

Need was $2,262.00.  Again, thanks to 

all who provided either a pie or your 

time at the chili event. 

Jim Cross, Epworth Representative  

to NIN 

 



DECEMBER  

FELLOWSHIP   

FAMILIES 
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December 5 

Ken & Maxine O’Brien 

 

Gary, Christy Erickson 

 Jim, Doreen Hodge 

Blake, Diane Stout 

Holly, Joyce Eastlund 

Marcy Yates 

Penny Kiger 

Jason, Hillary Eastman 

Mary Robinson 

 

December 12 

Perry, Marjorie Coryell,  

Ruth, Royce Saterlee 

Ruth Broeder 

 

Maxine Drew 

Cheryl Lee 

Sean & Shannon O’Donnell 

 

Robin, Joyce Street 

 

Holly Nickels 

Dorothy Kraus 

 

 

 

Day Care News 

  

 

Happy Thanksgiving!  We have a lot ot be thankful for.  We are enjoy-

ing our beautiful new room we can now call the Grachek Rom.  We 

are very thankful to Max Lauder & Bob Bigler for all their time and 

hard work.  Rick Hagen helped with some electrical outlets and Nila 

Lauder did a lot of running around for supplies and helped us paint.  

Max Lauder made new table bottoms and Wanda & Randy Hinzman 

donated new table tops that match our counters. There was a lot of 

time and talent involved in the project and we are very grateful to all 

of them. 

 We are also thankful or the squash and carrots from Rick & 

Rena Hagen‘s garden and plums from Joann & Walt Bahr, and apples 

from the Biglers.  The kids have been learning a lot about fall harvest. 

 The children and their families all loved the Halloween festival 

the church put on. It was a lot of fun and many thanks to  those 

whose efforts went into it and made it so successful. 

 We are also all thankful for this job working with all these pre-

cious children and for all the members of this church who make our 

easier. 

 We are starting to plan a Christmas program for the parents, 5 

pm on December 15th 

Tammy Braseth, Day Care Director 

   

Notes from the UMW Library– Ruth Satterlee 

Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. 

She was a poor Southern tobacco farmer who worked the same land 

as her slave ancestors, yet her cells– taken without her knowledge– 

become one of the most important tools in medicine. The first 

―immortal‖ human cells grown in culture, they are still alive today. 

HeLa cells were vital for developing the polio vaccine; helped lead to 

important advances like in vitro fertilization, cloining and gene 

mapping; and uncovering the secrets of cancer, viruses, and the 

atom bomb‘s effects. 

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks is one of the new Nurturing 

for Community and Social Action books for 2012. The UMW library 

is in the work room  opposite the church secretary‘s office. 
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December  18 

Jean, Ray Davis, Coordinator  

Kim, Marla Elliott 

Todd, Liz Hammer 

 

Rick, Rena Hagen 

Bob, Lynette Thomas 

Shirley Lybeck 

Jim, Jeanne Oleson 

Bob Sapp 

 

December 25 

No Coffee Hour–  

January 1 

 

Forrest & Eleanor Benz 

Lyle & Darlene Frahm 

Steve & Naine Van Helden 

Carol Fontaine 

Willie Leatzow 

Pam Evert 

Don & Robin Krogstad 

Phyllis Campbell 

David & Betty Jo Ivey 

Tom O’Donnell 

December Ushers 

First Service: Ken & Maxine 

O’Brien, Jeff O’Brien, Jim Cross 

Second Service: Jim & Jeanne Ole-

son, Julie & Jeff Wolf 

Ken & Milly Storie 

Jerrel & Matie Hudson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fellowship Families Haiti Mercy Mission 

 

The date is fast approaching when I go once again to Pig-
non (Dec. 4-18) and I am so excited to see the children 
again.  We will be having a wonderful Christmas party as 
sponsors were most generous with gifts.  My suitcase will be 
full of 38 books for the children due to generous donations 
from Epworth, friends and family.  The children will love 
them.  Most are in Creole/English.  My table at the bazaar 
was hugely successful with the help of Judy Lundquist and 
Naine VanHelden as I sent a check for $520 to the mis-
sion.  I have also received several generous donations so my 
heart is bursting with praises and thanks.  Thank you for 
the prayers for Pastor Charles.  He is recovering but I do 
not know the extent.  He is a vital part of the mission so we 
pray he is restored to 100%.  Merci Zanmis  (Thanks 
Friends)  Pat Freebury 

Annual Christmas Brunch  

Hosted by Sarah Circle of the UMW 

Saturday, December 3ï 10:30 am 

 

Enjoy a delicious brunché 

Joyous entertainmenté 

And 

ñA Cup of Christmas Teaò 

Please invited your friends, family and neighbors to join you  in 

this lovely Christmas Tradition 

 

Tickets are $5.00 and are available between services or from 

Diane in the church office 257-6849 



 

 
 

                           ADVENT/CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP AND ACTIVITIES 

 Our first Sunday in Advent is November 27.  This will begin a season of preparation and joy in our celebration and antici-

pation of Christ's birth.  Epworth has many opportunities for worship, fellowship, and caring for others in our commu-

nity.  Please join in these as we prepare the way of the Lord. 

  November 27--Hanging of the Greens  12:30 pm following a Light Chili Lunch w/ Rolls & Dessert (12:00 pm). Children 

will have an opportunity to do Christmas crafts &decorations to take home and to decorate the children's tree at the 

church, beginning at 11:00 am 

 November 30-  Soup Supper at 6 pm. Advent service 6:45. 

 December 4--Second Sunday in Advent- Chrismons & Communion 

 December  7--Soup Supper at 6 pm. Advent service 6:45. 

 December 11- ONE WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10:00AM.  Children's program followed by our birthday party for Jesus 

and an all church potluck (11:30 am).  Bring casseroles or salads. 

December 14- Soup Supper at 6 pm. Advent service 6:45 

December 18ï Fourth Sunday in Advent. Identical choir concert with scripture readings at both services 

December 21ï Soup Supper at 6 pm. Advent service 6:45 

December 24- Christmas Eve services 

                                      5:00 pm-Informal service for families with young children 

                                      7:00 pm-Contemporary Service 

                                      9:00 pm-Traditional Service with  communion 

 December 25ï ONE SERVICE at 11:00 am. No Coffee Hour. 

 

Piecemaker Quilters 

 

All of the members of the Piecemakers Quilters would like to thank you for your support at our table at 
the Bazaar.  The money we make goes toward purchasing fabric, when a special piece is needed: or 
most often to purchase batting for the quilts we give away.   Once in a while the "fabric fairy" visits and 
we recently received a great selection of fabrics.  Thank you to whoever you are. 

  

This past summer we gave away three adult quilts and two baby quilts.  Most recently, Lew Savik 
asked for five baby quilts for the Red Cross.  Before you receive this, I hope he will have the quilts 
available to give out when the Red Cross comes to the aid of house fire victims. 

  

We will miss a couple of our snowbirds for the next few months.  We do, always, have room for you to 
join us.  We meet on the 1st & 3rd Wed. of each month; however, we will not meet again until Janu-
ary.       Thank you again for your support.             

Marilyn Clements and Carrol Bigler 

 



 


